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PART IV CRIMES, PUNISHMENTS AND PROCEEDINGSIN CRIMINAL CASES
(Chapters 263 through 280)

PREV NEXT

TITLE I CRIMES AND PUNISHMENTS

PREV NEXT

CHAPTER 266 CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY

PREV NEXT

Section 37E Use of personal identification of another; identity fraud; penalty; 
restitution

PREV NEXT

Section 37E. (a) For purposes of this section, the following words shall have the following 

meanings:—

“Harass”, willfully and maliciously engage in an act directed at a specific person or persons, 

which act seriously alarms or annoys such person or persons and would cause a reasonable 

person to suffer substantial emotional distress. 

“Personal identifying information”, any name or number that may be used, alone or in 

conjunction with any other information, to assume the identity of an individual, including any 

name, address, telephone number, driver’s license number, social security number, place of 

employment, employee identification number, mother’s maiden name, demand deposit 

account number, savings account number, credit card number or computer password 

identification. 

“Pose”, to falsely represent oneself, directly or indirectly, as another person or persons. 

“Victim”, any person who has suffered financial loss or any entity that provided money, credit, 

goods, services or anything of value and has suffered financial loss as a direct result of the 

commission or attempted commission of a violation of this section. 

(b) Whoever, with intent to defraud, poses as another person without the express 

authorization of that person and uses such person’s personal identifying information to obtain 

or to attempt to obtain money, credit, goods, services, anything of value, any identification 

card or other evidence of such person’s identity, or to harass another shall be guilty of identity 

fraud and shall be punished by a fine of not more than $5,000 or imprisonment in a house of 

correction for not more than two and one-half years, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

(c) Whoever, with intent to defraud, obtains personal identifying information about another 

person without the express authorization of such person, with the intent to pose as such 

person or who obtains personal identifying information about a person without the express 
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authorization of such person in order to assist another to pose as such person in order to 

obtain money, credit, goods, services, anything of value, any identification card or other 

evidence of such person’s identity, or to harass another shall be guilty of the crime of identity 

fraud and shall be punished by a fine of not more than $5,000 or imprisonment in a house of 

correction for not more than two and one-half years, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

(d) A person found guilty of violating any provisions of this section shall, in addition to any 

other punishment, be ordered to make restitution for financial loss sustained by a victim as a 

result of such violation. Financial loss may include any costs incurred by such victim in 

correcting the credit history of such victim or any costs incurred in connection with any civil or 

administrative proceeding to satisfy any debt or other obligation of such victim, including lost 

wages and attorney’s fees. 

(e) A law enforcement officer may arrest without warrant any person he has probable cause to 

believe has committed the offense of identity fraud as defined in this section. 

(f) A law enforcement officer shall accept a police incident report from a victim and shall 

provide a copy to such victim, if requested, within 24 hours. Such police incident reports may 

be filed in any county where a victim resides, or in any county where the owner or license 

holder of personal information stores or maintains said personal information, the owner’s or 

license holder’s principal place of business or any county in which the breach of security 

occurred, in whole or in part. 
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