Policy Statement on Joint Graduate/Undergraduate Program for Catalog
Combined Graduate – Undergraduate Programs
Salem State University offers opportunities for rigorous study at both the undergraduate and graduate
levels, including various opportunities to pursue combined graduate and undergraduate level
coursework. Combined graduate and undergraduate programs are intended to provide an opportunity
for well-qualified students to accelerate their transition from undergraduate to graduate level
coursework, enabling students to reach their academic goals through innovative and challenging
academic programs.
Although each program determines its own standards for admission to and retention in combined
graduate and undergraduate programs, at a minimum students are not eligible to apply to a combined
graduate/undergraduate program until they have reached second semester sophomore status (45
credits) and must apply before they reach senior status (90 credits). Exceptions may be made for
transfer students or native students who have accumulated significant numbers of credits but still have
significant remaining undergraduate degree requirements (30 or more credits to complete beyond the
student’s status at the point of application to the program). Students must have earned a minimum
cumulative GPA of 3.00 and may be required to meet a higher GPA standard depending on the program
selected. Students applying to these programs will be required to submit three letters of
recommendation, a statement of interest and a resume or curriculum vitae (CV). Other supporting
materials may be required by the specific academic program to which the student is applying.
No combined graduate/undergraduate program will include more than 24 credits of graduate
coursework used towards the undergraduate degree program, and individual programs may establish
additional guidelines lowering the number of credits that may be shared.
Students wishing to pursue a combined program are encouraged to consult the specific information for
the program in which they are interested. Admissions and program requirements vary from program to
program.

